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What object would you choose to represent life in Northern Ireland? 

 

It is this challenge of choosing such objects that has seen the Bangor Bell, reputedly found around 1780 by gravediggers at Bangor Abbey and which now features as part of the permanent collection of the North Down Museum Bangor, included as part of the British Museum and BBCs most recent and ambitious project – ‘A History of the World.’

 

The project aims to tell ‘A History of the World’ through objects of local and global resonance, with a hope of providing different perspectives on the events, which shaped our world.

 

The centrepiece of the project is a landmark series on BBC Radio 4, A History of the World, which tells the story of objects from the British Museum's and other museums collections.

 

To represent Northern Ireland a panel of experts gathered to narrow potential objects to an initial selection of 25. The website www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld has been set-up with the hope that members of the public will go online and submit their choices of objects that bring to life the momentous events from the past to complete the selection of 100 objects from Northern Ireland.

 

Commenting on the project Ian Wilson, North Down Museum Manager said, ‘Most of us learn history from books, yet it is the physical objects, the actual things, which most powerfully connect us to the past. Objects made by somebody with their hands can help us create an understanding that history books cannot.’

 

Ian went on to say, ‘Everyone at the museum is very proud of being part of such a fantastic project that gives people the chance to engage with their own history by discovering the extraordinary stories behind the ordinary objects of their everyday lives.’

 

The inaugural objects selected to represent Northern Ireland include the Bangor Bell, which is on display as part of The North Down Museum’s permanent collection, the keys to Colditz Castle, a mortar from the Siege of Derry, The Ulster Museum’s Takabuti and The Ulster Folk and Transport Museum’s Ejector Seat.

 

Over the next year a series of 25 short films about the objects from Northern Ireland will be broadcast and the search for the public's suggestions will be lead by Gerry Anderson's radio show, while Radio Ulster's Your Place and Mine will feature some of the lesser-known objects. 

 

The Bangor Bell is on display as part of the North Down Museums permanent collection and can be seen throughout the year alongside the many seasonal events and exhibits that the museum has on display. The museum opens Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am-4.30pm, Sundays 2.00 - 4.30pm.

 

For further information please contact North Down Museum on 028 9127 1200 or click on www.northdown.gov.uk/heritage.

 

Ends
 

For more information contact Eddie Canning on (028) 9127 8085,

Mobile 07970 867 823 or edward.canning@northdown.gov.uk
 

Notes to Editor:
 
About A History of the World
On Monday 18th January, Radio 4 officially launched this project with the first programme in a major new series 'A History of the World in 100 Objects', written and presented by the Director of the British Museum, Neil Macgregor.
 
Add your object and help tell a history of our world
The British Museum has chosen 100 objects from its collection and now they want the general public to add theirs. Help build a digital museum by adding objects when you visit the website http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld
